CONFERENCE RECOMMENI)ATIONS AND RESEARCH GUIDELINES
The Conference felt it was not possible to make any recommendations as to areas in which research is urgently needed without first placing such research in context. Thus two overall recommendations concerning the nature of development and how it is conceptualised, and on the nature of research and how it is carried out were made first, followed by a number of recommendations on research into the situation of women. These fell into two categories: those concerned with the situation of women researchers in the Third World, and those dealing with aspects of collaboration between researchers and the people researched. A number of suggestions were also made about the Agencies and about local policymakers and government officials interested in the subject of women. Lastly, suggestions were put forward about research priorities both in terms of research needed to improve or test theoretical concepts and frameworks, and that needed to collect empirical data. Given space constraint, it is not possible to lists here the very large number of suggestions made, and only general areas are indicated.
I. APPROACH TO POLICY MAKING AND RESEARCH 1. Conference participants stressed the need for a broader definition of development. All too often development is considered in a narrowly economistic way, frequently in terms of the adoption of the latest form of Western technology. It is imperative that the concept include linking the notion of economic betterment to the promotion of new forms of non-hierarchical human relationships, and the rooting out of the structures which maintain and reinforce class domination and gender asymmetry.
As a logical concomitant of this view, so-called development which throws the balance of power within the family or within society further toward males, either as a gender category or as bearers of specific social relations, and which reaffirms the powerlessness of women and renders them ever more invisible and socially mute, must be condemned as much as those which perpetuate unequal class relations. For far from leading to development, this leads to the further distortion of human relationships and the underdevelopmenr of human capacities.
The Conference stressed that when assessing different forms of development, only those social, economic or political changes which tend to eliminate male violence against women in its multitudinous forms, whether within marriage or the family or outside such relations, can be considered adequate.
2. Participants stressed that research must form part of the development process itself, that is the process of developing the capacity for self-determination. Thus all forms of investigation which reinforce repressive structures must be condemned; in particular the justification of all forms of unequal relations between social categories (class, caste, ethnic groups) Given the complex inter-connections between the various spheres of social life (economic, political, ideological, sexual) and their interdependence in shaping women's roles, the Conference recommended that much greater effort should be made to encourage interdisciplinary approaches. This could either be through interdisciplinary research groups or though regular convening of small discussion groups to analyse one particular aspect of social and economic development and its effects on women's lives.
The Conference recommended that all research project budgets include a sum of money for translating the final report into the main language of the area in which the research project was carried out, and that no project be supported by institutions such as IDS without this translation cost included.
6a. So as to ensure that research becomes an instrument of self-awareness and self-determination, researchers should assume responsibility for ensuring that the main findings of their research are written up in the most accessible form for local people who may not be versed in academic traditions and language. The Conference recommended that budgetary provision be made in all research proposals for research findings to be written up in an accessible manner. This could involve joint collaboration between the researcher and the local group s/he has been working with.
Serious thought should be given to returning material from research projects in the form of education materials. Researchers should discuss the usefulness of films, film strips, photographs, cassette recordings with local workers during the research period.
Wherever possible research findings should be discussed with the people from whom the in formation was collected particularly if they belong to social groups normally denied access to knowledge permitting them a greater understanding of their own situation. What changes are taking place in forms of female employment (i.e. increasing casualisation/ parttime work) and in conditions of employment; are women being relegated to sectors which cheapen the cost of labour?
The relation between the capital accumulation process and the size and importance of various differing forms of maintenance of the labour force: i.e. the subsistence sector, the so-called Differences of such intervention in private (national or foreign owned) or public sectors.
Impact of access to waged work on women; in the degrees of their control over income; on new patterns of consumption; on forms of consciousness (both as workers and as women).
Women as unwaged workers
Comparative analysis of domestic labour in both the DCs and LDCs to establish the different forms it takes and to develop adequate conceptual tools to understand and analyse differences; the relation between these different forms and the process of capital accumulation; the mechanisms of surplus extraction represented by the different forms.
Comparative analysis of the forms of women's income earning strategies in LDCs: relationship between these forms of self-employment or parttime employment and government policies encouraging industrialisation or capitalised agriculture.
Family and household
Power relations within the household as expressed in differential control over and distribution of resources; different consumption patterns of men and women with family unit; comparative analysis of forms of distribution within the household and particularly disposition of unmarried women's wages.
The relation of processes of capital accumulation to differing forms of family and of household composition (whether in socialist or capitalist societies) and differing mechanisms of social reproduction.
Analysis of tendency to matrifocality and the conditions giving rise to this in both urban and rural areas. Analysis of tendency to female headed households, and its relation to stage in the family cycle, to differential obligations of men and women toward maintenance of their children, to state regulations as regards the family.
Role of the State in both capitalist and socialist societies in influencing women's incorporation into the wage labour force through social provisions or maintaining women as domestic chattels; comparative study of how various socialist countries have socialised certain aspects of domestic work, in particular whether such provision has been made at the point of production or of residence; effcets on this on gender relations with the household and in society in general.
Birth control
Effects on different forms of wage employment on women's reproductive behaviour, including age of marriage, rates of nuptiality, form of sexual union, spacing of births, commitment to motherhood.
The economic determinants of fertility and their relation to the social relations of gender within the family and the household; the effect of social relations on gender within the wider society on women's capacity to conceive of roles in society which do not include motherhood. marital relations, and women's right to control their own fertility.
Forms and organisation of control
The role of sexual violence or threat of violence in limiting women's options particularly access to employment, and active participation in political and social processes and access to community resources.
The nature of marriage contracts and the relationship of such contracts to males right to appropriate women's labour and the products of that labour, and to control women's reproductive capacities.
Analysis of the main sources of ideologies as to women's nature and women's roles in society and how such ideologies adapt to changing economic conditions; the mechanisms by which such changes are brought about (changes in legislation, the educational system, religious beliefs?).
Development of conceptual tools to analyse the economic, ideological, power mechanisms which underpin such forms of dependence within family based households as those in which (a) the male is the breadwinner (b) the male is the head of a family enterprise (c) the woman is the breadwinner but the male the household head. The effect of such forms of dependence on women's consciousness.
Impediments to the formation or effectiveness of women's autonomous organisations (whether based on the work place or residence or the political structure); comparative analysis of spontaneous alternative forms of organisation or protest.
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